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Balkanization in Broadcast Education 


I believe that broad liberal arts training and studies in mass communi- 
cations have been extremely important to a lot of us both professionally 
and personally. Yet when we return to college campuses today, we meet 
an increasing number of young people who are drawn to broadcasting 
through their studies, but who often receive a limited understanding of 
our field in the process. 

That situation is underscored by the fragmentation in the field. At 
some schools, television is studied by broadcast or telecommunication 
students; at others, it’s the journalism school; at others, it’s mass com- 
munications; at others, it’s the business school, or the film school, or the 
drama or speech departments. 

Now this balkanization of media studies is not just untidy, it can 
narrow and limit the vision of young people entering our field. At CBS, 
managers are attempting to build on the synergies between print, broad- 
casting and other electronic media. We do this because economic and 
technological forces are causing once separate media businesses to con- 
verge and merge... 

Yet, for the most part, college teaching about the media field remains 
divided along narrow disciplines, with different disciplines claiming dif- 
ferent pieces of media turf. 

As a result, I fear we are producing journalism graduates who are 
unprepared to be managers, programmers who have little understanding 
of news, and business graduates who lack knowledge of the creative 
process. Worse, we have graduates in all these fields who do not have a 
broader understanding of the society in which they live, its cultural 
traditions and its moral values. —-GENE JANKPWSKI, President, 
CBS, at convention of Broadcast Education Association, Dallas, April 
12, 1986. 


